T he phrase "climate change" was used in more than 80 000 articles published in 2012. Over the same period, only ~10 000 publications referred to "land degradation" or "soil degradation". While we agree that longterm climate change requires a high level of intellectual and resource investment, we are concerned that this focus is distracting scientists and decision makers from the often equally irreversible effects of land degradation (including desertification). Climate change and land degradation reduce the provisioning of ecosystem services but occur at different temporal and spatial scales and therefore often require different solutions. Although the environmental and social impacts of climate change may exceed those of land degradation at some point in the future, the effects of land degradation are occurring now. Furthermore, while climate-change mitigation requires global solutions, individuals and communities can successfully reduce land degradation at the local level.
